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Healthcare shifting towards a Continuum of Integrated Care 
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Main application domains

Diagnostic
Robotics

e.g. Robots for 
human function 

analysis; 
Automated 

imaging robots

Interventional
Robotics

e.g. Surgical 
robotics;  

Image guided 
robotics;

Training robots

Rehabilitation
Robotics

e.g. Wearable 
exoskeletons; 

Stationary devices;
Mobile training 

devices

Robotics
supporting 

patients

e.g. Functional 
support robots;

Robot assistance;
Communication 

robots

Robotics
supporting
healthcare

professionals

e.g. Ergonomical 
robots;

Tele-presence 
robots;

Workflow 
optimization



Central platform (one-stop shop) – Healthcare robotics

• A sustainable platform for all 
stakeholders active in the healthcare ecosystem 

• Networking and collaboration
• Easy access to information, expertise and services 
• Innovation opportunities through efficient technology transfer 
• Innovation and deployment support 
• Awareness and alignment across Europe 

• Harmonized standardization for robotics in healthcare, 
including ethical, legal and societal issues 

• Removing barriers and reduce fragmentation

Our role in the European 
smart health industry

Facilitating and accelerating the
application of robotic technologies across
healthcare

Improving outcomes and the quality of
care for European citizens

Building global market potential



Certification
and Go-to-Market
Helping innovators understand 
customer segments, regulations 
and value chains to create a 
perfect market entry strategy.

Training and 
Education Services

Helping enable knowledge building 
both for healthcare professionals as 
well as technology developers.

Technology
Offering prototyping, 
research & 
development, and/or 
manufacturing 
expertise to speed-up 
the development of 
healthcare robotics 
products.

Testing
Facilities 
and Test 
Center
Enabling product testing, 
service testing and validation 
in specialized labs and/or 
realistic test environments.

Business Capital 
and Incubation
Providing access to public and private 
funding to help transform innovative 
ideas into market- ready products.

DIH-HERO services



Knowledge database

Knowledge database



Ethics guidance



Safety guidance



Specialized innovation coaching



• Strong connections across Europe with extensive spread across 23 countries

• Detailed analysis of clinical centres of 12 countries: costs, stays, reimbursement 

• Knowledge about healthcare robotics innovation chain

• 250 entries in service directory by 152 organizations

• Organisation of webinars with +/- 110 attendees from 20+ countries

• 65 technology applications were boosted to at least 2 TRLs higher

• At least 450 new cross border activities

• 32 full new deployment tracks executed in parallel in several countries

• High quality innovation and deployment coaching in 25 countries

• Action based on market developments on European level

IMPACT - DIH-HERO connects healthcare 
robotics accross Europe!



FUTURE - DIH-HERO connects healthcare 
robotics accross Europe!

Unique central Healthcare Robotics platform (one-stop shop)
High quality & fast action accross Europe 
Think global act local
Boost true innovation and avoid false innovation

More information? Questions?
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Françoise J. Siepel
f.j.siepel@utwente.nl
dih-healthcare@utwente.nl
https://dih-hero.eu
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